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Dear Palm Beach Vet Society Members,

By the time you are reading this newsletter, our state senators 
and representatives will have concluded their business 
in Tallahassee for this legislative session. This particular 
session has been very contentious with the passage of several 
controversial bills, but the veterinary profession seems to have 
made it through unscathed.  One bill entitled “The Practice 
of Veterinary Medicine” has passed both chambers and is on 
its way to be signed by the governor. This legislation will 
permit out-of-state veterinarians in good standing to perform 
spay and neuter surgeries as an unpaid volunteer, under the supervision of a Florida licensed 
veterinarian.  

The more controversial bill “Cosmetic Animal testing”, introduced by Senator Book of Broward 
County, has died in committee.  Although this bill sought to prevent the sale of cosmetics that 
are tested on animals, there were several other provisions hidden in the bill. For example, it 
dictated how people could transport their pets in their personal cars, preventing owners from 
holding pets in their lap or allowing them to put their head outside the window. Additionally, it 
would all but prevent the sale of rabbits in pet stores during the months of March & April. And 
finally, it would prevent veterinarians from performing declaw surgeries on cats. 

This is the second time Senator Book has introduced legislation that would affect the way 
veterinarians in Florida are allowed to practice, and probably will not be the last time. In my 
opinion, this bill was too wide in scope and would be an overreach by government.  But what 
makes this particular bill more insidious is that the fact the language was hidden deep inside the 
bill and was not mentioned in the summary.  It is only after reading the entire language of the 
bill, that the full scope was revealed. 

We must continue to be vigilant and use our voices to let our elected officials 
know where we stand on issues affecting the personal, professional and 
economic lives of veterinarians. If we do not speak up, someone else will make 
those decisions for us. 

Sincerely,
Steve Simmons, DVM

Vet Society Members

Steve Simmons, DVM



May 4, 2023
Feline Infectious Peritonitis

Speaker: Dr. Michael Reese

from Southeast Veterinary Neurology
Location: Mayacoo Lakes Country Club
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MEETING SCHEDULE - MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

FVMA District 5 Rep
 Beth Keser, DVM
 ACCrep@pbvs.info

AC&C Rep to PBVS
 Michelle Durkee, DVM
 ACCrep@pbvs.info

Continuing Education Coordinator
 Ellen Gray, DVM
 

This newsletter is published bimonthly by
Palm Beach Veterinary Society, Inc.

P.O. Box 211655
Royal Palm Beach, FL 33421

The PBVS newsletter is provided to PBVS 
members free of charge. Membership is 
$150.00 per calendar year. 

For more information about membership 
please contact: Dr. Leanne Browne-Feld-
man at secretary@pbvs.info To advertise 
in this newsletter, please contact Dr. Karina 
Salvo at vicepresident@pbvs.info. 

Ad Guidelines: 
Please submit high resolution ads (300 dpi) 
in a jpeg or pdf format to newsletter@pbvs.
info. Advertising rates are published on our 
website at www.pbvs.info/advertising. Pay-
ment must be received prior to publication. 
Views and opinions expressed herein are 
not necessarily those of the officers of the 
PBVS. Products and services advertised 
herein are not necessarily endorsed by us.

2022 Board of Directors

www.pbvs.info/events

Mayacoo Lakes Country Club
9697 Mayacoo Club Drive • West Palm Beach, FL

President
 Steve Simmons, DVM
 president@pbvs.info

Vice President
 Dr. Karina Salvo, DVM
 vicepresident@pbvs.info

Secretary/Membership
 Leanne Browne-Feldman, DVM
 secretary@pbvs.info

Treasurer
 Steve Simmons, DVM
 treasurer@pbvs.info

Member At Large
 Susan Carastro DVM, DACVO

Palm Beach Veterinary Society, Inc.

Join Us Today and
Become A Member!

Thank you for taking an interest in our or-
ganization. At Palm Beach Veterinary Society, 
we strive to help and unite veterinarians who 
are dedicated in providing the best Animal 
care.

As a society, we provide a forum for vet-
erinarians to further assist in the exchange of 
professional business relations and promote 
the exchange of professional information.

If you are a veterinarian and are interested 
in joining our society, please fill out the 2016 
membership form on the last page.  

Membership cost for the year is $150.00
Membership begins on January 1st and 

ends on December 31st

Dr. Leanne Browne-FeldmanDr. Karina Salvo

Dr. Susan Carastro Dr. Beth Keser Dr. Michelle Durkee

Dr. Steve Simmons

Dr. Ellen Gray

RENEW YOUR 2023 MEMBERSHIP DUES
Membership is $150 per calendar year.

www.pbvs.info/join-us

September 7, 2023
Purina Cardio Care Diet

Speaker: TBA
1 hours of RACE CE credit

June 1, 2023
Clinical Pathology

Speaker: Dr. Brad Ryan,
Professional Services veterinarian for Antech,

1 hours of RACE CE credit
Location: Mayacoo Lakes Country Club
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APRIL 2023, VOLUMBER 35/NUMBER 4
VETERINARY PRACTICE NEWS

Systemic administration of 
mesenchymal stromal cells to 
a patient with feline chronic 
gingivostomatitis.

Knowing The Causes Behind
STOMATITIS

Written by DON VAUGHAN

 Stomatitis is one of the
most difficult conditions
to treat among dogs and
cats, often resulting in the
removal of most of—if not all—
the patient’s teeth. In September
2022, the Dentistry and Oral Surgery 
Service at the University of
California, Davis (UC Davis) Veterinary 
Hospital debuted its stomatitis clinic,
with a focus on diagnostic and
therapeutic options.
 “Stomatitis cases can present
sig nif icant diag nost ic and
therapeutic challenges,” says
Maria Soltero-Rivera, DVM,
DAVDC, assistant professor
of dentistry and oral surgery in
the Department of Surgical and
Radiological Services at UC Davis.
 “We hope this dedicated clinic
time will help support our patients,
their caretakers, and the referral
community in the management of
these cases. This, along with the
interdisciplinary collaborations
that occur at the veterinary hospital
and our ability to offer viable,
novel treatment alternatives to

unresponsive cases will increase
the quality of care offered to these
patients,” says Dr. Soltero-Rivera.
 Stomatitis is a general term
to describe an inflamed and
uncomfortable oral mucosa.
Feline chronic gingivostomatitis
(FCGS) is a moderate to severe
form of stomatitis in cats that
occurs in up to 12 percent of the
species.1 Prevalence in dogs is less
well understood. In both species,
the disorder is associated with
significant morbidity.
 “Stomatitis can be caused by
infectious, immune-mediated
or autoimmune, medication induced, 
cancerous, radiation-induced or 
idiopathic conditions,” says Soltero-
Rivera. “We currently see a variable 
number of cases per month in dogs 
and cats. With the inauguration of the 
Stomatitis Clinic, we will be able to see 
at least five to 10 cases of stomatitis
during the clinic days.”

Painful symptoms
According to Soltero-Rivera, the
most common signs of stomatitis

are oral pain and discomfort,
which may manifest as difficulty
eating or drinking, vocalization
when eating, profuse salivation,
decreased grooming, lethargy,
and hiding behavior.
 “We may also see bloody saliva
and stained fur on the front
limbs and neck, as well as weight
loss,” Soltero-Rivera says. “The
condition is typically diagnosed
by evaluating the presenting
clinical signs, performing an
awake and anesthetized evaluation
of the pet’s mouth, and obtaining
samples of affected tissues for
histopathological evaluation.”
 Lilli, a tortoise shell tabby
owned by Cynthia Luke and
Michael Lewis of Davis, Calif., was
a textbook example of stomatitis
in cats. The couple went on
vacation when Lilli was three
years old, and came home a couple
of weeks later to find their pet in
distress. “When we returned, Lilli
had lost about five pounds and
her kibble was all over the floor,”

“In the area of diagnostics, 
next-generation sequencing 
has proved a novel
diagnostic method that can be 
used to identify active genes 
and associated
pathways within clinical 
specimens obtained from sick 
and healthy patients.”
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WE ARE PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE THE GRAND OPENING OF THE  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Mike	Wiegand,	DVM		
Residency Trained in Dentistry and Oral Surgery by Referral Only  

 
 Oral Surgery (Cancer)        Crown Restoration                        Endodontics (Root Canals) 
 Orthodontics                       Periodontal Surgery                      Oral Radiology 

 

            www.FloridaAnimalDentistry.com 
West Palm Beach       (561) 515-6711       Stuart 
3006	South	Dixie	Hwy																																																																																						4446	SE	Federal	Hwy	
West	Palm	Beach,	FL	33405																																																																											Stuart,	FL	34997	

 

Mike Wiegand, DVM, DAVDC
Diplomate of the American Veterinary Dental College

Board Certified in Veterinary Dentistry and Oral Surgery by Referral Only
• Oral Surgery (Cancer) • Crown Restoration • Endodontics (Root Canals)
• Orthodontics • Periodontal Surgery • Oral Radiology / CT Scans

www.FloridaAnimalDentistry.com
West Palm Beach
3006 South Dixie Hwy
West Palm Beach, FL 33405

Stuart
4446 SE Federal Hwy
Stuart, FL 34997(561) 515-6711
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Kenneth Keppel DVM MS DACVD

2239 S. Kanner Hwy. Stuart, FL 34994
772-220-8485

3421 Forest Hill Boulevard • West Palm Beach, FL 33406
561-967-5966

954-421-5099

4019 Hood Road, Palm Beach Gardens, FL 33410
561-967-5966

24/7/365 Emergency & Critical Care24/7/365 Emergency & Critical Care

6900 Congress Ave, Boca Raton, FL 33487 | 561.999.3000 | www.cvcboca.com | calusa@cvcboca.com

• All aspects of Veterinary Rehabilitation including hydrotherapy pool & 
treadmill, acupuncture, tui na, therapeutic ultrasound, therapeutic laser, 
biophotonics, TCVM, & force plate analysis

• Hyperbaric Oxygen Therapy
• Endoscopy, Rhinoscopy, Bronchoscopy
• Advanced Dentistry

We appreciate the trust & confidence that veterinarians have in Calusa’s 
referral services. We remain staunchly committed to AAHA’s Referral 
Guidelines. Your clients remain your clients following their referral to 
Calusa Veterinary Center.

Susan Carastro DVM MS DACVO
Dylan Buss DVM MS DACVO

954-421-5099

Paige Evans, DVM DACVO

Susan Carastro DVM MS DACVO
Paige Evans, DVM DACVO

3421 Forest Hill Blvd. • West Palm Beach, FL 33406
561-967-5966

Amy Baker, DVM DACVO 
2239 S. Kanner Hwy. • Stuart, FL 34994

772-220-8485

Susan Carastro, DVM MS DACVO 
Keith Collins, DVM DACVO
Simone Schechtmann, DVM

Practice Limited to Ophthalmology
3421 Forest Hill Blvd. • West Palm Beach FL 33406

561-967-5966

Julie Hempstead, DVM DACVO
2239 S. Kanner Hwy. • Stuart, FL 34994

772-220-8485



management become necessary. In 
dogs affected by stomatitis, treatment 
also involves extraction of teeth with 
substantial periodontal disease, along 
with medical management.”
 When Luke and Lewis took Lilli to UC 
Davis, the attending doctor told them her 
prognosis was poor. “Really, all we could
do was give her pain medication, and 
antibiotics when the lesions became 
really infected,” Luke says. “The goal was 
to keep her comfortable and able to eat.”
 As a result, Lilli’s quality of life was 
poor for several years. It was decided to 

have all her teeth removed in the hope 
the
infections would ease, but the
treatment proved ineffective, and
Lilli became more fearful of her
family. Toward the end of 2011,
Luke and Lewis began discussing
having Lilli euthanized. 
 Indeed, in the absence of a definitive 
known cause and the potential for 
multifactorial causes, the treatment of 
dogs and cats with stomatitis can be 
extremely challenging. Luckily, there has 
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Continued on page 9

Continued from page 5
Luke 

says. “We knew something
was wrong, so we took her to our
local vet, who never used the word
stomatitis. She looked in Lilli’s
mouth, told us there was nothing
she could do, and suggested we
take her to the UC Davis School of
Veterinary Medicine.”
 Due to the extreme pain that
may result from stomatitis, the
condition can have an adverse
effect on an animal’s quality of life,
as well as its caretakers. The pet
may run away from the food bowl,
avoid interacting with other pets
and their caretakers, are unable
to pick up toys with their mouth,
and can progressively lose weight.
Lilli presented with all these
symptoms, Luke says.
 “These pets need constant 
veterinarny attention and
sometimes lifelong medications
that can have unwanted side
effects,” says Soltero-Rivera. “
Approximately one-third of cats
affected by chronic gingivostomatitis, 
will not respond to any treatment and
owners and veterinarians may
be faced with the difficult
decision of euthanasia due
to exceptionally poor quality
of life.”

Treatment can be tricky
The treatment of stomatitis depends 
primarily on identifying the cause of 
the condition and what
veterinarians have historically learned 
works. Pain and infection are controlled 
with appropriate medications as well 
as extraction of infected teeth, and in 
certain situations, immunosuppressive 
medications may be considered.
 “In cats affected with chronic
gingivostomatitis, for example, the current 
gold-standard treatment is the extraction
of most or all of the teeth,” SolteroRivera 
says. “Even then, onethird of affected cats 
will show minimal to no improvement and
alternative treatment options,
such as stem cell therapy, 
immunomodulation, and pain 

Knowing The Causes Behind
STOMATITIS
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been some promising research 
regarding diagnostics and treatments,
Soltero-Rivera says.
 In the area of diagnostics, 
extgeneration sequencing has proved
a novel diagnostic method that can 
be used to identify active genes and 
associated pathways within clinical 
specimens obtained from sick and 
healthy patients. Veterinarians can
evaluate patients for the presence
of an array of microbes including
viruses, bacteria, fungal, or parasitic 
organisms, and even neoplastic cells 
while at the same time determining 
how the patient is responding to the 
disease.
 “This methodology will result 
in major advancements in pro-
dental diagnostics, which have been 
traditionally limited to more subjective 
testing, namely dental charting and 
X-rays, along with histopathology at 
times,” Soltero-Rivera says.

Stem cells show promise
When it comes to treatment, UC Davis’s 
Dentistry and Oral Surgery Service has 
a history of pioneering treatment for 
feline chronic gingivostomatitis over
the past decade, establishing a novel 
clinical trial utilizing stem cell therapy. 
As success of the trial grew, with 72 
percent of cats treated exhibiting 
positive results,2  it evolved into several
national trials at multiple clinics and 
universities around the nation. The final 
product for an accepted protocol of 
feline chronic gingivostomatitis is
currently under clinical trials to enable 
FDA approval, says Soltero-Rivera.
 Lilli was a beneficiary of UC
Davis’s stem cell research. Just as Luke 
and Lewis were discussing having Lilli 
euthanized, they were informed she 
qualified fora new stem-cell study. The 
first surgery used Lilli’s own stem
cells, which resulted in a small 
improvement. A second surgery
using stem cells from a donor worked 
almost immediately.
 “It was noticeable she was eating 
a lot and seemed to be happier, 

so I started cutting back on her 
medications,” Luke says. “She started 
playing with her sister, eating a lot, and 
frolicking in the backyard. Very shortly 
she was drug-free. We got to watch
Lilli be a happy, normal cat for eight 
years after the surgery. It was a real 
gift.”
 Stomatitis is difficult to treat and 
can be equally difficult to prevent. “To 
date, there are no known preventive 
strategiesfor stomatitis in dogs and 
cats,”  Soltero-Rivera says. “Timely
evaluations of the oral cavity of pets by 
veterinarians, as well as a strict oral care 
regimen at home, may help us pick up 
the earliest signs associated with
this condition.”
 As research into stomatitis 
continues at UC Davis and other
institutions, the information 
gleaned will be made available to all 
practioners. “The creation of a first-of-
its-kind focused clinic for cats and
dogs is the next step in the natural 
progression of our groundbreaking 
work in the disease,” says Soltero-
Rivera. “Stomatitis cases are considered
a high priority, as they have drastic 
negative impacts on the patient’s 
quality of life. As such, this dedicated 
time offered by the Stomatitis Clinic 
will provide a means to serve more 
animals in a timely manner. Beyond
immediately helping patients in 
need, the clinic will be a platform for 
interdisciplinary and transdisciplinary 
research to advance knowledge on this
devastating condition.”
 Lilli passed away 
in 2020, and
her family was 
grateful for the extra 
time they had with 
her. “Lilli
enriched the lives of 
our family
and taught us so 
much about love
and caring for an ill 
loved one,”
Luke says. “This 
experience sent
my son, who was 

close to Lilli, down a different path as 
well. He went to medical school and is 
now in his residency.”

Don Vaughan is an awardwinning 
writer who frequently
writes about veterinaryrelated topics.
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Advanced Veterinary Dermatology (AVD) 
located in Wellington, Florida, is a specialized 
practice focused solely on skin, ear, and nail 
conditions in dogs and cats. Dr. Ursula is a 
board-certified veterinary dermatologist certified 
both in the U.S. and Europe. Her experience and 
focus on skin and ear care, enables Dr. Ursula to 
accurately diagnose the cause of the problem and 
develop the safest, most effective treatment plan.  

Dr. Ursula is accepting referrals and will work 
with the referring primary veterinary on 
diagnosing and treating skin allergies, ear 
problems ranging from outer ear infections to 
middle ear infections, growths, auto-immune 
skin diseases, bacterial and fungal skin infections 
and more.

•	 Management	of	skin	allergies

•	 Management	of	skin	or		
ear	infections

•	 Video-otoscopy

•	 Diagnosis	and	treatment	of		
nail	problems

•	 Diagnosis	&	treatment	of	
alopecia

•	 Diagnosis	&	treatment	of		
auto-immune	skin	diseases

ADVANCED VETERINARY DERMATOLOGY
DR. URSULA OBERKIRCHNER 

BOARD CERTIFIED VETERINARY DERMATOLOGIST

12785	Forest	Hill	Blvd.,	Suite	8E,	Wellington,	FL	33414
www.avetderm.com • 561-484-7672 • avetderm@gmail.com

Fellow practitioners please be sure and verify the certification of any veterinary dermatologist you refer at www.ACVD.org

• Stereotactic Radiosurgery (SRS)
• Radiation Therapy
• Chemotherapy
• Surgery / Stent Placement
• Immunotherapy
• CT Scan
• Integrative Therapy
• Clinical Trials
• Nutritional Support
• Bereavement Counseling

954.527.3111

OUR LOCATIONS:
Wellington
Orlando

Melbourne
Stuart

West Palm Beach
Deerfield Beach
Fort Lauderdale

South Miami

HOPE, CARE, AND OPTIMAL OUTCOMES

FLORIDA’S LEADING
ONCOLOGY PRACTICE

www.animalcancercareclinic.com

Florida 
Veterinary

Behavior
Service

Lisa Radosta, DVM, DACVB
Pamela Colareta, DVM

Erica Grier, DVM
Daphne Ang, DVM

Appointments:  561.795.9398       Fax: 561.795.8537  

3421 Forest Hill Blvd

West Palm Beach, FL 33406 
2160 N University Drive

Coral Springs, FL 33071 

Palm Beach County Broward County

flvetbehaviorservice@gmail.com
www.flvetbehavior.com

EXPERT TREATMENT. COMPASSIONATE CARE.
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RELIEF VETERINARIANS
We are continually updating our list of relief veterinarians. If you would like to be listed on this page, 
please email secretary@pbvs.info.  Your membership in the society must be up to date.

(561) 774-8855  |  www.AccessVetsFlorida.com
10465 Southern Blvd., Royal Palm Beach, FL 33411

INTERNAL
MEDICINE

* Services provided by independent group.

Owned by veterinarians. Loved by animals.
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FIND A VEG NEAR YOU: VEG.COM

BE A VEGETARIAN.

Leave emergency care to us, 
so you can do what you do best.

VEGetarian bene�ts:

• Customized answering service that allows your customers 
to speak directly to an emergency veterinarian

• Discounts for all VEGetarian staff

• Co-branded marketing materials provided by VEG

• Exclusive access to Continued Care Packages

• Paid RECOVER CPR training and emergency training for 
all your staff

VEGetarians are our referring veterinary partners;
they send emergencies exclusively to us. Our collaboration 

with you is seamless; we send you all of your patients’ records 

and you can speak with our doctors at any time. And since we 

care about your success and your clients’ well-being, you can 

be sure we’ll treat your clients the way you do.

VEG BOYNTON BEACH
2246 N Congress Ave
Boynton Beach, FL 33426
(561) 752-3232

24/7 EMERGENCY 

VETERINARY CARE
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Below is a listing of current and previous legislative bills that have been introduced in the Florida Legislature. 
For additional information visit our website at:

pbvs.info/legislation-updates

FLORIDA BILLS TO WATCH FOR THE 2023 LEGISLATIVE SESSION



Page 14 Palm Beach Veterinary Society News - Spring 2023

Below is a listing of current and previous legislative bills that have been introduced in the Florida Legislature. 
For additional information visit our website at:

pbvs.info/legislation-updates

FLORIDA BILLS TO WATCH FOR THE 2023 LEGISLATIVE SESSION


